AN 
A& of Common-Councill 
Of the City of LONDON, 


(Made in the farft and ſecond years of the Reign of Philip & Mary) 
FOR 


Retrenching of. the Expences 


OF THE 


Lozd Mayo? & Sheriffs, xc, 


PUBLISHED 


With Additional REASON S forputting the 
ſaid ACT in preſent Execution. 


And now offered tothe Conſideration of all good 
Citizens, by fome Well-wiſhers of the pre- 
ſentand future Proſperity of the ſaid City, 


Preſented to my Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, 


a 
RE 


LONDON, 
Printed for Fr, Smith, at the Elephant and Caſtle 
in Corahil, near the Royal Exchange, 1680. 


) 


CELLEEELIEALLELEES) 


Anno primo & ſecundo PHrtiPpi&MARIE, 
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IR T this Court after the reading of a certain Bill, lately de- 
Wal viſed and drawn for and concerning the Diet of the Lord . 
Mayor, the Sheriffs, and the Aldermen of this City for 
ST the time being, to be kept and obſeryed at their Tables, 
EPR the tcnour whereof hereafter enſueth : It was read and 
—_ agreed, cacted and accorded by Authority aforeſaid, That 
the ſame Bill ſhould be entred on Record, and the whole Contents and 
Articles thereof, and every of them be from henceforth duly obſerved, and 
put in execution, from time to time, according to the purport, true mean- 
ing and effect of the ſame, 


By the Lord-Mayor, hu Brethren the Aldermen of the City of London, 
and Common-Gouncl of the ſame, 


Orasmuch as the Teflimony as well of - divers and ſandry good Ordi- 
nances, preſented for the reformation of the great Exceſs in Fare, and 
other things, uſed and accuſtomed in Mayors and Sheriffs Houſes ; and at 
the Mayors Feaſts of this honourable City of Lozdon, do evidently ſhew, 
and declare vnto us that our ancient, wiſe and prudent Fore-fathers have 
many and often times attempted the redreſs and amendment of the ſame. 
And'the great dearth of Vicuals, and exceflive Charges within theſe days 
doth abound, as is well known to all men, compellech us now at this pre- 
ſent to take Order therein. For as it hath, and doth plainly appear, the 
Charges of the Maioralty and Shreyalties are ſo huge and great, that al- 
molt all good Citizens flie, and refuſe to ſerve in this honourable City, 
only becauſe of the great Exceſs and Chargeable Fare and Diet uſed in 
the time of the ſaid Offices. - 

| Fo2 remedy whereof, and forthe advancement of the Commonwealth, 
Be it therefore enacted by the Lord Mayor, and his Brethren the Alder- 
men, with the aſſent and conſent of the Commons in this preſent Com- 
mon-Council aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, Thac from 
henceforth it ſhall not be lawful either for the Mayor or Sheriffs of this 
Honourable City that now are, or that hereafter ſhall bear and have the 
faid Rooms and Officeszto be ſerved at his or their ſeveral Tables in any of 

their Houſes at Dinner, or at Supper, with any more Courſes than one. 
And that neither they, nor any of them, ſhall have at one cime any 
moe ſundry Diſhes of Meat at that one Courſe upon the Sunday, or other 
Feſtival days, being a Fleſh-day, than Six, whether the ſame be hot or 
cold; and one or two of the ſame fix Diſhes to come to the Board as hot 
as a Reward, if they will, after the firſt three or five are ſerved to the 
Board. And upon every Holy-day, being a Fiſh-day, at their ſaid one 
Courſe, Seven divers Diſhes of Meats, and not above. And at the ſame 
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one Courſe every Working-day, being a Fleſh-day,Five Diſhes, and not a- 
bove ; and every Working-day, being a Fiſh-day,at their ſaid one Courſe, 
Six Dithes of ſeveral Meats, and not above, | 

*-P2ovided always, and it is agreed, Thar neither Brawny, Collops with 
Eggs, Sallads, Pottage, Butter, Cheeſe, Eggs, Herrings, Sprats, Shrimps, 
or any Shell-fiſh, nor vo kind of Fruit unbaked, ſhall be accounted for any 
of the ſaid number of Diſhes of Meats above-mentioned, J20vided alſo 
that the Lord Mayor of this City for the time being , may always, both 
Working-day and Holy-day, at his pleaſure, have and be ſerved at his ſaid 
one Courſe with one Dilh of Meat, either of Fiſh cr Fleſh, more than is 
before limited and appointed by this preſent A and Ordinance, Any 
thing contained therein to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

Aiſo, that it is agreed and enacted, That neither the Serjeants, nor other 
Officers of any Lord Mayor's Houſe, nor the Serjeants, Yeowen, nor other 
Officers of the Sheriffs Houſes for the time beirg, ſhall have at any time 
moe ſundry Diſhes of Meat, either at Dinner or at Supper, upon the Fleſh- 
days, but Three, whether the ſame be hot or cold ; and upon the Fiſh- 
days to have Four ſundry Diſhes of Meats, and not above, whether the 
ſame be hot or cold. Provided always, and it is agreed, That neither 
Brawan, Sallads, nor any ſuch-like meats as is. afore excepted, ſhall be ac- 
counted for any of the ſaid Diſhes, for the. Setjeants, Yeomen, or other Of- 
ficers, Any thing in this ſaid Act to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

Alſo it is further ordained and enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
none of the Aldermen, or Commoners of this City for the time being, 
ſhall at any time from henceforth exceed or paſs the number of Diſhes of 
Meats above limited and appointed for the Sheriffs as aforeſaid, either ar 
their Dinners or Suppers ia their own proper Manſion Houſes, Brawn, Sal- 
lads, and other like things as aforeſaid excepted ; norin any of the Halls 
of Companies at any Feaſt or time ; Nor that there be no Swan, Crane nor 
Buſtard , which were wont to be called Headpoeles, ſhall be ſpent at any 
Feaſt kept in any of the Halls of any Companies, upon the pain of forfei- 
ture of every ſuch offence zotzes quoties, Forty ſhillings. 

And be it further enacted by Authority aforeſaid, aſwell for the caſe 
and commodity of the Aged Perſons, as alſo for the avoiding of the great 
unquietneſs that often happens at the ſaid Feaſts, from henceforth a cer- 
tain convenient number of the Clothing, aſwel of the principal Crafts, as 
of the meancr Companies, which were accuſtomed to dine at the Mayors 
Feaſt, ſhall be abated ; And there ſhall remain to dine at the ſaid Feaſt a 
cer:ain number of every ſuch Company as hath been accuſtomed to dine at 
the ſaid Feaſt, the number whereof ſhall be yearly appointed by the Lord 
Mayor, and his Brethren the Aldermen of the ſaid City for the time being ; 
And {hall be ſerved at the ſaid Feaſt but with one Courſe, «nd bur Six 
Diſhes in the ſaid Courſe for one Meſs, beſides the Brawn, if it be on a 


Fleſh-day ; And it it fall on a Fiſh-day, then to have Seven Diſhes at a 
Mcſs, belides Butter, Eggs, and ſuch like, as is above recited and declared. 
P2ovided always, that when it ſhall happen any Ambaſſador, or any of 

the Privy Council to be at the ſaid Featt, that then for their Board only, 

to be amended and ordered by the diſcretion of the ſaid Maior and Sheriffs 

for that time being ; And no Banquet after Dinner to be had, except Ipo- 

cras and Wafers, as in time paſt hath becn uſcd, 


And 


(FF/ 

And the Feſtival-days that were LE to be kept by the Mayors and 
Sheriffs ia their ſeyeral Houſes ; that is ro ſay, the three Holy-days after 
Whitſontide, and the Dinners kept ar Barthbolmentide from henceforth 
to be left, -and laid down by the ſaid Mayor and Sheriffs, And the Feaſts 
of Chrifmaſs and Eaſter, with the Holy-days next after, to be uſed and 
kept by the ſaid Mayor and Sheriffs, as heretofore hath been accuſtomed, 
and to keep the Order as is aforeſaid, 

Jt is alſo ordered and enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
Sheriffs of this City for the time being, from henceforth ſhall have but 
Fourteen Serjeants, and Fourteen Yeomen apiece. J20vided always, 
that all ſuch Serjeants and Yeomen as now are in Office, ſhall ſtill remain 
in the ſame, except by Death, or by ſome other juſt occaſion or offence, 
they ſhall be removed out of any of the ſaid Offices, Any thing herein con- 
tained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And it is alſo by the ſaid Authority enacted, That the ſaid Sheriffs of 
this Honourable City for the time being, ſhall from henceforth give to 
every of their Serjeants and Yeoman two Gowns at the times accuſtom- 
ed, and no other Liveries 3 And to every other Clerks of the Compters, 
and ſuch as have been accuſtomed to have had Gowns at Chriftmaſs, to 
have only one Livery-Gown, and no more, 

And it is furcher ordained, That from henceforth there ſhall no Wyth 
be fet home neither at the Mayors nor Sheriffs Houſes ; Neither ſhall they 
keep any Lord of Miſrule in any of their ſaid Houſes, 

And it is further eſtabliſhed and agreed by this Common-Counci}, That 
every of the Aldermen that ſhall at any time hereafter go about to excuſe 
or diſcharge any of his ſaid Brethren, or other perſon or perfors aforeſaid, 
of his or their default or offence, committed or done contrary to the tenour 
and true meaning of chis preſent A, ſhall forfeie atid loſe for every ſuch 
time of his or their ſo doing, Forty thillings ; ſo "that it be duly proved 
before the ſaid Mayor and Court of Aldermen for the time being. 

And that all and every the Penalties aforeſaid to be forfeited, ſhall be 
forthwith, upon the tryal thereof; be laid'down, and paid in the inner 
Chamber of Gui/a-hall before. a, Court of Aldermen : The one moyety of 
every ſuch Forfeiture to be to him or them that ſhall preſent the ſame, 
and the other moyety to be diſtributed cowards the ſuſtentation of Chriſt's 
Hoſpital. ar 

Jem, Foraſmuch as the Lord-Mayor and Sheriffs of this City for the 
time being, ſhortly after their firſt entry into their ſaid ſeveral Offices and 
Rooms, be yearly at great and exceeding Expences and Charges, for and 
by reaſon of the great and ſumptuous Feaſt, which they for . = Honour 
and Renown of the ſame, do keep and make in the G#1/d-hall, called the 
Mayor and Sheriffs Feaſt, aſwell to and for ſuch Noblemen of the King 
and Queens moſt Honourable Council, Ambaſſadors of Foreign Realms 
and Potentates as are bidden and deſired to vouchſate to come unto the 
ſame ; as alſo to and for the Aldermen and Worſhipful Commons and Ci- 
tizens of the ſame City : Be it therefore alſo ordained, enacted and efta- 
bliſhed by the Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Lord-Mayor and Sheriffs 
for thc time being, ſhall yearly from henceforth at the time of the making 
of their ſaid Feaſt, have of the Free-gift of the ſaid City , out of the 
Chamber of- the ſame City, of the Common Store and Treaſure of the 
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ſaid City there, towards the reliet of their ſaid Charges, and Expenices * 
of che ſaid Feaſt, the ſum of One hundred Pounds of current Money of 
England, And that this preſent Act thall be a ſufficient Warrant and 
Diſcharge unto the Chamberlain of the ſaid City for the time being, for 
the yearly payment of the ſame Sum of One hundred Pounds accordingly, 


_ 


READER, 


S by this At you may obferve, that our Predeceſfors taking notice 
A that the Extravagancies.of Mayors and Sheriffs cauſed-(as they ſay) 
almoſt all good Citizens to flie and refuſe the ſervice ; fo to prevent that 
Miſchief in the future, they limited them in their living to the Method di- 
rected by this Act. And if when little was ſpent beſides the growth of 
our own Country, Beer and Ale being then their drink, they thought it 
their Wiſdom to ſet bounds to Luxurious Profuſeneſs, there is much more 
reaſon for it now, when Debauchery is come to that height, that the fifch 
part of the Charge of a Shrievalty is in Wine, the growth ot another 
Country. And when Feaſts, hardly heard of in tormer times, are riſen to 
that Exceſs, as would be ſcandalous to mention, as thoſe calted the Chequer 
and Spittle Feaſis, the firſt coſting in Wine betwixt Seventy and Eighty 
Pounds; and the latter, after the pretended Service of God in hearing a 
Sermon, cofts above Three Hundred Pounds to each Sheriff, And 
though much after this rate is the reſt of the Year ſpent, yet when the 
Example of this ACt is urged for laying aſide theſe fintul Feafts, and redn- 
cing the reſt unto this Pattern, which is a wholſom Law, ſome who ſhould 
ſee to the putting it jj; execution, will not. hearof it z and poſſibly becauſe 
they would have others be as.profuſe as themſclves have been, though 
there are theſe Reaſons for axRgkormation: herejo, | | 
> Si we? Bo. ii 00 $45 
Becauſe nothing. .can 'tepghmore 40 the Adyancement of any City or 
Country than the having wiſe and goad:;Magitrates'; And that fo long as 
the great expence of Shrievalties gontinuez the City muſt, as this Act 
ſuggeſts, have an cye to Wealth,more thanrBrts'or Vertue, in the Choice 
of their Sheriffs; and that ſuch as their She:iffs are, ſuch will tbe Court 
of Alde:imen be : And therefore as neceſſary for the good Government of 
this great City, the charge of Shrevalties ought to be reduced to ſuch an 
Order and Method, as way be an Encouragement to Men of more Honeſty 
than Riches to ſerve the Place. 
| . 7 TE 
No Man hath reaſon tobe expenfive in his Shrievalty z becauſe though 
the'Court of Alderman hath a Rule for ſupplying, as any die, their vacant 
places out of thoſe that have. ſerved Sheriffs, yer they make their Eleci- 
on to.depend upon-the ungertain humour of their Court, thereby tru- 
ftrating when they pleaſe all Compenſation for the Expence and drudgery 
of a Shrievalty, as lately appeared in their Choice of Sir Sz» Lewis, one 
of their preſent Sheriffs, rejeCting Sir Thomas Stamp, who had ſerved the 
Place ſeveral years before with good approbation, and was preſented to 
them by the Ward he lives in as a deſerving Perſon. And: whereas each 
Ward 
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Ward when they want an Alderman, do preſent two Commoners to the 
Court, for them to chuſe one, the Ward of Baſiſhaw, to the end that: Sir 
Thomas might unavoidably be choſen, joyncd the younger ( and not the el- 
der) Sheriff with him, nor thinking that an old Sheriff would be baulked, 
to chuſe one that had not ſerved his Year ; and yet notwithſtanding, the 
Court by their Prerogative paſſed by Sir Thomas, to the diſappointing of 
the Ward that ſent him. And this Example is I ſuppoſe 2 good reaſon 
for Sheriffs in the future not to ſpend more in their Shrievalties than is ne- 
cellary, when their Reward is ſo uncertain, 

| IT], 

Becauſe as the Wiſdom of the Nation did by A& of Parliament pro- 
hibit the profuſe Hoſpitality of the Sheriffs in the Counties ; ſo there can 
be no reaſon affigned why the Sheriffs ot Loxdon and Middleſex ſhould not 
voluntarily obſerve the Prudence of that Prohibicion as well as' other 
Counties ; or why the Citizens of Londoz ſhould not exerciſe the ſawe dil- 
cretion as the Gentry ( at this time) do in many Counties, where, by an 
Agreement among themſclves, they have retrenched the Charge of Shrie- 
yalttes, | 

ITII, 

It is againſt common Senſe and Reaſon that a Minifterial Officer in 
this City, contrary to the Rules of all other Countries, ſhould in a way 
of Servitude waſte his Eſtate, when the expending of his ſtrength and time 
in a faithful diſcharge of his duty is all that can be incumbent upon him, 
or cau be juſtly expected from him. "x 

| V. 

. If great Hoſpitality, or rather a luxurious way of living, be for the Ho- 
nour:of rhe City, as ſome do vainly pretend, the Charges ought in Juſtice 
to.be born by them for whoſe Honour it is, and ot by perſons who do not 
{eek or deſire the Imployment, but have it impoſed upon them. And by 
common conſent and uſage of all other Countries, an extravagant way of 
living is not accounted the Honour of a Nation: for if it were, we ſhould 
find it more practiſed by Princes than it is, and if it be not uſed by Su- 
pream Magiſtrates, mere Miniſterial Officers have much leſs cauſe to do it, 

VI. 

That the management of this Expence is in a rude and difagreeable way 
to any ſober perſon, a great part of it being ſpent in Popular Feaſts, 
where the Ravenous Attendants and their Rabble Acquaintance, are like ſo 
many Beaſts of Prey ; and all the Year after, ſuch of them as are made uſe 
of, do from pretended Cuſtom, command that: which they call their due in 
the Sheriffs Houſes, as if they were their Maſters, and not they theirs, a 
thing odious to all good Men, and ought to be reformed, 

VII. 

That the Debauchery in this Expence is a fin before God, and were it 
known, would be a ſcandal in the fight of Man 3 - as appears, in that of 
Three thouſand Pounds Expence in all manner of ways, above Five hun- 
dred Pounds is in Wine ; when a Lord, or Gentleman, that formerly lived 
at the rate of Ten or Twelve thouſand Pounds per Anzum, did not, as is 
well knowa (bur thirty years ago) ſpend an hundred Pounds in Wine. 


VIII. 


ECD 
VIIL | 

lt ſeems inconſiſtent with Right Reaſon, and Comimon Senſe, that one 
who is but the Lord-Mayors Servant, attending upon him every day, and 
2t moſt but a Publick Miniſterial Officer, and no Magt'ftrate, ſhould be at 
{o great a Charge, eſpecially when he can have no other Proſpe&, than 
a preſent ſerving his Generation with the toyl and expence of his ſtrength 
aud time. | | 

It is ſaid of Philip the ſecond K, of Spain, that as a means to ſubdue 
the Netherlands, by reducing them to Poverty, and ſo to depend upon him, 
he provoked the Chief of chem, by the Example of his Governours high 
and ſplendid living ( to whom to that end he gave extraordinary Allow- 
ances) to live above their Eſtates: But fince weare happy in a King, that 
doth uot the like to us by ſuch Example, it will be no Credit to this Ci- 
ty to have it recorded in Story, that the Ruine of it proceeded from them- 
ſelves, in a voluntary ſuffering an Excravagancy, which by the Example 
of this laſt Year, ſeems to be growing z and therefore ir may-be wiſh'd, be- 
fore it be too late, that the miſchief hereof may be prevented, in retrench- 
ing the Charge of Sheriffs, by laying afide all great Feaſts, ſave that of 
the Lord Mayors Day, ( and yet that any part of that Charge ſhould be 
born by the Sheriffs , who are but Servants in ir, is againſt equal Juſtice,) 


I'X, 

Becauſe ſhould not the Mayors Feaſt be reduced to the Rule of this At; 
the City is obliged in Juſtice to pay all Exceedings. For fince the Law 
judging the whole Charge, as it is thereby ſtated, ro be too much for the 
Mayor and Sheriffs to bear, do allow them an hundred Pounds towards it ; 
It doth conſequently grant, that if the Rule be tranſgreſſed, the City 
ought to bear the Charge: for it is not to be ſuppoſed that the Mayor 
and Sheriffs will voluntarily break a peoal Statute, thereby to put them- 


ſelves (beſides the Penalty of this Law) to extraordinary Expences, 


R, 

As all Men in Government ought as well to provide againſt future as 
preſent Miſchiefs ; ſo though ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe God to bleſs unto 
us our preſent King, we 'need not fear the Corrupting of Sheriffs ; yer 
not having an infallible aſſurance of Vertuous Succeſſors, it may hereafter 
fall out that if the Charge of Shrievalcies be not retrenched, that ſo honeſt 
Men may be encouraged to hold, Men of Corrupt Prigciples may under- 
take the Service, in delign to give up Themſelves and the Liberties of the 
City to the Bribiog Bounty of future Princes. | 
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